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Sarah Frick ’18 traveled with a school group to Oban,
a small fishing village in Scotland.
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a message from the head of school

an

evolving education,

a constant

S

learning

omeone once asked John Jarvis, “What
do you teach?” His answer was playfully
profound. “I teach children,” said the headmaster and Country Day patriarch.

evolving. To prepare students for a future of

That story has become part of school lore
because Jarvis could have offered the same
answer if that person had asked, “What does
LCDS teach?” We teach children. We foster
thinkers. We encourage and embolden
students.

more student exchanges with more schools

Because our teachers are so expansive with
our students, and our students are so engaged
with our teachers, a fundamental trust grows
between them. It shouldn’t surprise us that
no small number of Country Day graduates
find their way into classrooms of their own,
where they teach with the same spirit and
grace with which they were taught.

brisk technological, cultural and economic

changes, we see iPads displacing notepads,
Chinese joining the language curriculum and

i n t h e NEWS

around the world, to name just a very few
examples.

“

f o r n e w s a b o u t lc d s , i t s s t u d e n t s a n d a lu m n i .

ever-broadening and interactive learning

experience. They graduate from LCDS

teach children.
We foster thinkers.
We encourage and
embolden students.
We

While our commitment to the fundamentals of teaching critical
thinking doesn’t change, the way we accomplish that is constantly

”

prepared to thrive in whatever area they
choose to pursue. Though, as a former teacher

myself, I admit to feeling more than a little

pleased to see alumni like those featured here,
choosing the path back into the classroom

and instilling that Country Day spirit in

their students wherever they happen to teach.

This is a marvelous reflection on our vibrant school. Our society
needs dedicated and inspiring teachers at every level.

p o w e re d b y

Cheryl Holland-Jones,
Helping the Community

Group Names New Award for
Late Journalist, Educator

Sunday News
june
For the past decade, Cheryl HollandJones ’72 has been executive director
of Crispus Attucks Community Center,
whose mission is strengthening families
and communities while preserving
African-American heritage.

Lancaster Intelligencer Journal
march
The Smedley Award — named in
honor of Chip Smedley — will go to
an educator or journalist for special contributions to broadening the public’s understanding
of historic preservation in Lancaster County.

07

Youth Movement: Blickle Tops
James for Match Play Title
Reading Eagle
june
Alex Blickle ’11 won the Berks
County Match Championship.

09

Meet Rachel Reiss, Penn State’s
New Featured Twirler
Patriot News
april
Rachel Reiss ’14 was named the
Penn State Blue Sapphire, the
featured twirler for the Penn State Blue Band.
With video.

09

Travel: Lcd Students
Take the Classroom to Hawaii
Sunday News
may
Hannah Sensenig ’15 wrote about
the marine biology travel course to
Hawaii.

08
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v i s i t n e w s . l a n c a s t e r co u n t ry day . o r g / i n - t h e - n e w s

Students in every grade are exposed to an
steven d. lisk, head of school

Alumni

LCDS

11

Kittappa Files Petitions
to Run in the 16th
The Unionville Times
march
Raj Kittappa ’89 sought the
Democratic nomination for
Congress in Pennsylvania’s 16th
Congressional District.

13

Videos: 5 Projects Worth Seeing
at The North Museum Science &
Engineering Fair
Lancaster Intelligencer Journal
march
Mengyun (Olivia) Xu ’15 was
featured in an article about the best
science fair projects on display at the North
Museum. With video.

25

connect
lcds alumni app

The new lcds alumni mobile app, powered
by evertrue, is available for download. Find
out more: www.lancastercountryday.org/
page/alumni/alumni-mobile-app
alumni portal

Submit a class note, see event photos and
dates, update the directory and more.
www.lancastercountryday.org/page/alumni
 facebook
www.facebook.com/lancastercountryday
f oursquare

Lancaster Country Day School
instagram LCDSchool
linkedin


Lancaster Country Day School Fans
nextdoor


www.oldschoollanehills.nextdoor.com
pinterest LancasterCountryDay
twitter @LCDSchool
vimeo Lancaster Country Day School

far e w ells
our love and thanks go out to the
following faculty and staff members
who have been with the school five years
or more and decided to retire or move on
at the end of the 2013-2014 school year.
peter anderson | director of admission | 5 years
bev cryer | learning specialist | 8 years
susan gottlieb | art teacher | 17 years
bob irving | technology teacher | 11 years
dave kapferer | technology coordinator/teacher | 13 years
renée morth | theater teacher | 7 years
elissa quinn | humanities teacher | 12 years
rudy sharpe | head of Middle School | 12 years
junior thiry | business manager | 22 years
kenny townsend ’98 | guitar & jazz band teacher | 7 years
helen weaver | kindergarten teacher | 5 years

Rudy Sharpe continues at the school as a maternity-leave
substitute for Upper School humanities and part-time
project coordinator, while Junior Thiry continues
part-time as director of financial aid.

new alumni relations director
Kristin Kopp was hired as director of constituent
and alumni relations. A Lancaster native who
grew up a stone’s throw from Country Day on

Clayton Road, Kopp earned her B.S. in business

management and marketing from Cornell University. She has worked as a teacher and most

recently served as director of alumni affairs for
the Manheim Township School District. She

and her husband, Brian, have two sons, 7-yearold Anderson and 5-year-old Davis, who is in

junior kindergarten here. Kristin volunteers
with the Junior League of Lancaster, Girls on
the Run and Junior Achievement.

“

If you have an interesting LCDS story or a life
update to share with Kristin, feel free to contact
her at koppk@lancastercountryday.org.

I am thrilled to be joining the Country Day family, and

I look forward to connecting with alumni, hearing about your
exploring ways to grow our alumni program.

new faculty & staff
paul allen | director of admission
jim beeghley | ms/us technology integration coordinator
john ford | business manager
david franklin |

guitar lessons and jazz band

christopher (kit) fuderich | ms/us technology
samantha futrell | ms history

| fourth grade

meghan kenny | ms English
samantha ko | us math
kristin kopp | director of alumni and community relations

Justina Juvonen-Dodge is the mother of Sloane GroverDodge ’20 and Camilla Grover-Dodge ’17, and aunt of
Sabrina ’18 and Hayden Dodge ’22. Her husband, Art,
has two daughters, Emilie ’07 and Natalie ’10. Justina
co-chaired FundFest for two terms and will continue
to play an advisory role for that event. She has also
accepted the position of Parent-Division Co-Chair of
the Capital Campaign. A Lancaster resident, Justina is
a sales representative for the Worth Company.

athletic hall of
honor inductees
Al Strickler ’79, as well as coach Mary Jock and
the 1989 girls basketball team were inducted into
the LCDS Athletic Hall of Fame at a reception
Oct. 10 at the Cork Factory Hotel in Lancaster.

derick martin | ms music long-term sub
ellen simpson ’73 | development officer emerita

The ceremony was

sarah d’stair | us English

part of LCDS

cathy swiatek | junior kindergarten assistant
vic taylor | head of Middle School
martha venti | accounting assistant
kari voneiff | kindergarten
kristin wolanin | theater

6 | connections |

Alumni Weekend,

Director of Information Services Mike Schmelder and former

Oct. 10-11.

theater teacher Jeremy Kendall won The John A. Jarvis Croquet

Tournament May 3. Twelve teams of partners competed for the
Country Day croquet title.

spir it night

Kerma Reiss and her husband, Bill, recently moved to
Lancaster from Wrightsville and are the parents of
Matthew ’16 and Rachel ’14. Kerma is employed at Penn
State Hershey Medical Center as a pharmacist. She
has served in various roles on the Parents Association
Executive Board since 2010, and last year she was
co-chair for FundFest’s Children’s Challenge senior
class gift. She joins the board as the current president
of the Parents Association.

Al Strickler was a three-sport athlete, playing
varsity soccer, basketball and tennis all four
years of Upper School. He was also a member
of the Student Athletic Association. Strickler
continued his tennis career at Trinity College.

kim gladys | ls learning specialist
claudia grim

”

years here, learning about the school’s rich history, and

new board members

•weekend•

AT THE BARNSTORMERS
LCDS Spirit Night at the Barnstormers was a
resounding win-win. Country Day baseball fans
of all ages rollicked on the field between innings,
and enjoyed a choice view of the home team
trouncing the visiting Sugar Land Skeeters, 11-2.

Coach Mary Jock led various teams during her
years at LCDS. She coached varsity softball
from 1986-91, earning two conference titles,
as well as coaching or assisting with Middle
School basketball, junior varsity and varsity field
hockey.The varsity field hockey team won SIAC
Championships in 1986 and 1988.
Gloria Jaremko coached the 1989 girls
basketball team, which consisted of:
Amy Arrow ’89

Leah Rotenberg ’90

Kim Hartzler Murray ’89

Jackie Cohen Goldberg ’91

Laura Herr Begin ’89

Larissa Keddy Nigro ’91

Alexis Stewart ’89

Kate Laubach Aurentz ’91

Amyla Strode Lavric ’89

Coni Tryon Pell ’91

Mary Fulton Gingrich ’90 Melanie Allen ’92
Ashley Moore ’90

In addition to tournament wins and an overall
average victory margin of 33.5 points, the
team went undefeated in conference play two
years in a row.
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‘‘

I know where

my corporate tax
dollars go....

’’

...Do you?

Medical School Preview

Eight Lancaster Country Day School students attended the Mini-Symposium on Melanoma May 19 hosted
by the Penn State College of Medicine at the Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center. LCDS was one
of only four area schools that participated. Upper School chemistry teacher Todd Trout called the event “an
outstanding experience for students interested in the medical profession. Our students tour state-of-the-art cancer
research and treatment facilities and interact with highly trained professionals working in cancer research. They love it.”
Students met with physicians, staff researchers, veterinarians, facility administrators and heard from a young man who lost
his father to melanoma.

Blaise C. ’15 took silver in the Class AA
singles tournament while Sebastian P. ’14
and Karl A. ’14 won the Class AA District
Three doubles crown. All three won bronze
in the PIAA Class AA state tournament.

sports
8 | connections |

The girls lacrosse team defeated Parkland
16-9 in the opening round of the PIAA
girls’ lacrosse state playoffs, but fell in the
quarterfinals. Coach Barbara Ziegler was
named girls’ lacrosse All-Star coach of the year.

Do you own
or work for a
business that
pays taxes
in Pa.?

YES

Would you like
to reduce your
Pennsylvania
corporate or
personal income
tax liability?

YES

Do you know
there is a state
program that
awards your
company 90%
credit for a gift
to LCDS?

YES

Call Shelby LaMar
at 717-397-7240
to arrange a gift to
lcds through the
eitc/ostc programs

We’ve been participating in the EITC

To me, the EITC program is really about

The EITC and OSTC programs enable

program for about seven years now, and it

allowing me to earmark my own tax dollars.

our business, Tennco Inc., to send state

is really a no-brainer. With the EITC, my

It’s empowering to help a worthy organization

tax dollars directly to Country Day.

tax payments are directly applied to my kids’

make a difference in something that I

Not only are we helping a school that is so

school, and that’s very valuable to me.

genuinely care about.

important to our family, but we are also

Pat Shields, Owner/President
Fromuth Tennis

Jerry Scull, President
Performance Processing Inc.

getting a Pennsylvania state tax break.
Jen Primus, Vice President, Operations
Tennco Inc.

for riley, the value of

focusing
on the why
became clear to her
when she was a
student at lcds.

ta r a h o l m r i l e y

Prediction
+ Predilection
W
by m i c h a e l sc h wa rtz

henTara Holm Riley’93 was in
Upper School, her teachers
all told her she’d be a math
major in college. She never believed a
single one of them and, frankly, got tired
of hearing it.

“Yeah, turns out they were right about
that one,” said Riley, an associate professor
of mathematics at Cornell University,
where she’s taught for almost a decade.
Before moving to Ithaca, N.Y. and the Ivy
League, Riley taught at the University of
California, Berkeley, and the University
of Connecticut.
She spent last semester on sabbatical as
a visiting fellow at Oxford University’s
Balliol College, where, in addition to lecturing,
Riley made a point of appreciating the
balmy English rain. “I’m very glad I
managed to be in another country last winter.
That polar vortex didn’t sound fun,” she said.

10 | connections |
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’93

photos by melissa lauren photography

Riley began teaching around the same time
that technology’s power and accessibility
reached critical mass, and the explosion of
information from a ubiquitous Internet
accessed via ever more capable and
indispensible tablets and smartphones
continues to reshape how she and her
students approach the material.

“There is certainly a difference between
students today and students of 10 years ago,
and the Internet has been a tremendous
boon for class,” Riley said. Rather than
spending time going over the mechanics
of solving a given type of problem,
“[Students] can learn some, or a lot, of
the rote things on their own, which allows
us to focus class on the why rather than
the how. And it’s definitely more fun to
teach, being able to focus on the abstract
stuff,” she said.

Riley said that online connectivity has
made homework more valuable for students, as they can get immediate feedback
on what they’ve done. The more they can
verify the accuracy or fix the errors in
their own work, the more engaged they
become during class.

“the internet is just a huge
equalizing force,” riley said.
“it allows students to improve
the time they spend working; it
increases the quality of what
they can accomplish with the
same amount of time and effort.”

Being able to teach in a different style has
yielded profound dividends in substance,
and not just for the number-lovers on
the other side of the lectern. “The upshot
of all this is that I think — I hope —
that we’ve gotten students to think more
critically, which is really what every
college student is there to learn, whatever
their major,” Riley said.
For Riley, the world of teaching mathematics
continues to expand and the opportunities
to have fun doing it continue to grow, an
incontrovertible sign that something is
going very right.
“One of the interesting things we’ve learned
is that there’s not just one model of what
works teaching calculus,” Riley said. “We
are getting better at communicating what
we want students to take away. We are more
successful than we were 15 years ago.

“It’s also important to ask, ‘Why are we
teaching this? Who is it for and who
needs to take it?’ If you’re an engineer,
then OK, this is relevant. But will the
average person ever need calculus?
Absolutely not. Maybe some statistics.
That’s handy to know.”
For Riley, the value of focusing on the
why became clear to her when she was a
student at LCDS.
“On a very practical level, Country Day
is where I learned how to think critically
and how to write. My ability to write
reasonably well has been tremendously
valuable in undergrad through now, and
without the foundation in critical thinking
Country Day gave me, I’m not sure I’d be
where I am today,” Riley said.

Given the pace and intensity of the
change technology has effected since
Riley started, she felt comfortable making
an absolutely certain prediction, tempered
with a candid proviso.
“In 20 years, school will look very different
than it does today. And I have no
idea what that difference will look like,”
she said.

“in 20 years, school will
look very different than it
does today. and i have no
idea what that difference
will look like,” she said.
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Teaching the
OldVerities

A

&

truths of the heart
by m i c h a e l sc h wa rtz

“Where students can lead Harkness discussions is amazing to see,” Gerbner said. “The
joy of discovery is best for students when they
have to synthesize ideas and engage with one
another. It helps them to reflect and think
more deeply.” She doesn’t use the student-led
model every day or in every class. Unwavering
pedagogical consistency isn’t the point.

nne Jarvis Gerbner ’72 became a
student teacher at Germantown
Friends School in December 1975.
Something about the place must have appealed
to her, because she kept coming back, first as
a part-time teacher in 1983 and then as head
of the English department in 1990.
“I came to Germantown Friends and I liked
it,” said Gerbner in an inspired example of
understatement.

a n n e j a rv i s g e r b n e r ’72

Her father is Country Day’s eminent Headmaster John Jarvis
and her mother, Sally Jarvis, taught English at the school.
Gerbner now directs Germantown Friends’ independent study
program as well as teaching 11th-grade English, where she uses a
“progressive curriculum, looking ahead but anchored in tradition.
But we’re not reinventing the wheel; we haven’t tossed out
the canon. I still teach ‘The Great Gatsby,’ but it’s alongside
literature in translation from German, Hungarian and Chinese
authors as well.”
While the methods and materials might change, Gerbner’s
goal never does, and finding new ways to achieve that goal with
new students every year gives a thrill that keeps teaching fun.
“How do I get them to think about a book, how do I get them
to ask the right questions and draw a sound conclusion? That’s
exciting,” she said.

Harkness discussions aren’t the only thing that connects LCDS
and Germantown Friends. What Gerbner learned here continues
to animate her approach there.
“I got this at Country Day: The relationship between the teacher
and student makes learning dynamic.
“Education is always changing, whether it’s the very definition
of literature, the kinds of books we read or the students in the
room. What shouldn’t change is the respect between teacher
and student and an emphasis on reading thoughtfully and
honestly. The eternal truths of teaching never change, whether
you’re using a smartboard or a dusty old book,” Gerbner said.

“

Country Day and Germantown Friends share an Upper School
English class fixture: roundtable discussions. (Gerbner would
like them to share more than that. “I saw the Harkness Tables
when I was touring LCDS with [Head of School] Steve Lisk
and I wish we had them at GFS!” she said.)
12 | connections |

for a purpose.”

“The most valuable thing is to be with classmates and a teacher paying attention to one
another,” she said. “I want students to read

eternal truths o f t e ac h i n g
never change, w h e t h e r yo u ’ r e u s i n g a
smartboard o r a dusty old book.
the
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‘

Perhaps

’

most Wonderful
by m i c h a e l sc h wa rtz

r e f l ec t i o n s o f a b o r n low e r s c h o o l t e ac h e r

M

egan Hess ’72 doesn’t mince words
when recalling her time as an
LCDS student.

“Country Day saved me!” said the Germantown
Friends Lower School teacher. Hess arrived just
in time for saving: She attended public school
in Lancaster through half of high school, coming to LCDS for her last two years. In one way
though, school’s still in. For 25 years, she and
classmate Anne Gerbner have worked together
and both have taught the other’s children.

Over the two years that students are in her

class, Hess teaches her students to sew, knit,
and do intricate beadwork — which they sell
in an African-style market. They also build a
scale-model Lenape village.

But that’s not Hess’ favorite part. “Perhaps
most wonderful,” she effused, “is that we end
m e g a n h e s s ’72

Hess recalls quite a difference in the student experience when
she changed schools. “As far as I can remember, we never read
a whole book or did much other than memorize facts and spit
them out for tests. When I got to LCDS, I had two years of
intellectual stimulation, grappling with ideas and learning to
write. I loved it,” Hess said.
Hess felt a calling to teach Lower School when she was her future
students’age.“Since first grade I wanted to teach,”she said.“My family
and I were members of Lancaster Friends Meeting, so I knew there
were lots of independent Friends’ schools in the Philadelphia area.
In my first year of teaching, I applied to every Quaker school with
an opening, and I’ve been teaching in Friends’ schools ever since.”
In 1989, Hess came to Germantown Friends, where she has the
unusual privilege of teaching the same students for two grades,
rather than the customary one. “The best part of teaching is that it’s
multidimensional. In Lower School I teach reading, creative writing,
math, cursive and how to do research. Kids stay in my class for both
second and third grade. One year, we study first the indigenous Lenape people of the Delaware Valley, and then the people of colonial
Philadelphia. The other year, we study the African continent. I also
include the arts in many ways,” Hess said.
14 | connections |

each year with a play related to what we’ve

studied. It’s gratifying to coach young actors

through their initial shyness on stage, and to

watch them grow in their ability to play individual parts and to
work together as a young but confident ensemble.”

For Hess, each child is a puzzle whose solution unlocks a world

of potential and possibility. “With two years, I get to know them
well. Figuring out what makes each one tick is the true chal-

lenge of teaching Lower School,” she said. In a room of visual,
auditory and tactile learners, Hess patiently tries to suss each
student out. “Over my career, the question, ‘How can I best
reach each child?’ has guided my teaching,” she said.

Hess’ classroom continues to grow ever more wired, but for all
the practical conveniences technology offers, it never affects the

fundamental student-teacher dynamic. “Children are children,”
she said. “They’re curious and they love to learn. They feel good
when they do well and bad when they don’t. Children need to

think about the world as it has been, as it is, and as it might be.
They need to figure out what they’re good at, what they want
to get better at, what they care about, and what they want to

do with their lives, even at a young age. My job is to help each

one ponder all this while learning to think in an organized way,

to communicate effectively and develop lots and lots of skills.”

Teaching History

from hartford
t o t h e h i m a l aya s
by m i c h a e l sc h wa rtz

“

Everest base camp is a little like visiting
the moon. You’re up on this glacier at
17,500 feet, standing in a trash-covered
campsite looking over a downed helicopter.
It was very surreal,” said Michael Lestz ’64,
chair of Trinity College’s history department.
Any undeclared Trinity students who like their
curriculum spiced with a little surreality and
adventure should seriously consider majoring
in history.

“really, really intrigued” with the country, and
realized he didn’t know much of anything about
it. So he learned. Part of that learning involved
translating a text on Cambodia — written in
13th-century Chinese. Lestz also helped create
Trinity’s summer Cambodian program, which
he still directs.

His path to the cultures of the Far East started
when Lestz was an undergrad. In 1968 he
graduated with a B.A. in history — from Trinm i c h a e l l e s t z ’64
ity. After school, he enlisted in the Army, where
Piggybacking off an existing Trinity program
he spent a year learning the Korean language
in Nepal on Tibetan Buddhism, Lestz designed a course around
and culture at the military’s Defense Language Institute before
Nepalese language and history that included two treks and an
being stationed in Seoul, South Korea, for one year.
overland journey to Tibet. In the last decade, he has led students
up into the Himalayas 18 times. “I was interested in mountain
When his tour ended, he returned to the States “very interested
climbing and hiking even at Country Day,” Lestz said,” and the
in East Asia, and with an adult education project.” That project
seed continued to grow.”
consisted of learning Chinese, and it went well. Lestz attended
graduate school at Yale, where he earned a master’s in Asian
Lestz has been interested in a colorful variety of things for a
studies and then his doctorate in Chinese history. After a year
long time. A high-spirited curiosity and intellect have kept
teaching at Trinity and elsewhere, Lestz’s alma mater hired him
him in endless pursuit of new experiences and knowledge. He
back in 1980, and there he’s remained, chairing his department
speaks Korean, Chinese, Nepali and Cambodian. After a trip
twice, for 35 years.
to the Angkor Wat temple in Cambodia, Lestz said he became

“ co n f u c i u s

sa i d t h at i f t h r e e p e o p l e a r e wa l k i n g to g e t h e r , o n e ca n b e m y t e ac h e r ,”

l e stz sa i d . “ i l e a r n e d as m u c h f ro m m y c l ass m at e s as i h av e f ro m a n yo n e e l s e ,
16 | connections |

a n d i m a d e m a n y l i f e lo n g f r i e n ds i n t h at c l ass .”

The recent past has been kind to China scholars
in the West. “I was lucky because the possibilities
exploded when I was coming up,” Lestz said. “Mao
died in ’76 and suddenly American students could
just go to and from China much more easily. It
was a whole new ballgame.”

“ yo u

Lestz draws a direct line from Country Day

a r e r e a dy to t e st to where he his today.

yo u r w i n gs w h e n yo u
l e av e co u n t ry day
a n d m ov e f ro m

“I had many superb teachers in history, language, and other subjects who influenced me
as a student, but even more so as a teacher,”
he said. “And it absolutely influenced my
decision to teach at Trinity. I’m a real believer
in small, liberal arts colleges, where you have
the flexibility and opportunity to be a bit
entrepreneurial and to push the envelope as
an educator. That’s the Country Day model.

Lestz has seen firsthand China’s dizzying growth
l a n cast e r co u n t y
from a populous and predominantly agrarian
to ot h e r s e t t i n gs .”
nation to the world’s second largest economy.
In 1984 he and his parents spent four months
in Shanghai. “Then, 8 million people lived in Shanghai and it
looked pretty much the same as it did in 1940. Although the
“The other day I went to a talk by the new Trinity president,”
Cultural Revolution was over, people were still walking around
he continued. “Her message was that she hoped Trinity will
in Mao caps and wearing drab clothes. Now the population
continue to be an elite college. When asked for her definition of
is 24 million and it’ll be 30 million in five years. It’s a quite a
‘elite,’ she quoted a Trinity president from the ’40s, who said an
phenomenon to behold,” Lestz.
elite school has great students, fabulous teachers, and an electric,
He spent this spring semester at Fudan University in Shanghai,
where he was appointed as Trinity’s first exchange professor.
During five months in China, he taught American and Chinese
students Chinese history through documents, films, walking
tours and other primary sources.

exciting academic and intellectual life,” Lestz said.

“Trinity is that sort of place, and so is Country Day. It prepares
kids to do wonderful things in life. You are ready to test your
wings when you leave Country Day and move from Lancaster
County to other settings.”

N

ot long ago in Barbara Szoradi’s
third-grade class at Sidwell
Friends School in Washington, D.C., one precocious boy raised his
hand during a lesson on colonial American
history. Szoradi ’59 has taught at Sidwell for
25 years and has always impressed upon her
students the importance of learning different points of view, rather than a monolithic
and falsely authoritative version of events.
The little boy didn’t have a question, but
he did make an observation. “We never
talked about the British point of view of the
Revolutionary War,” he said. Sidwell’s
administrative assistant happened to be
British, so a proud and tickled Szoradi told
him he could get exactly what he was looking
for if he went and asked her. A few minutes
later, the student returned from his quest for
knowledge looking crestfallen. “She said she
never learned about the American revolution in school,” he explained. “Why do you
think that would be?” Szoradi asked, and
off the class went toward a broader understanding of the world and their place in it.
In addition to her undergraduate degree,
Szoradi has a master’s in special education,
and though she doesn’t teach the developmentally disabled, her training has proven
quite valuable in helping her reach all
students. “It’s amazing to use in elementary
school,” she said.
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The crucial difference is that the student
with weaker auditory discrimination skills
is actually paying quite close attention,
but “will still be processing the first part
of a multipart direction by the time the
teacher’s on step three. Many of those
things can be remediated and get the
student back on track,” Szoradi said.

deep
thinking
b a r b a r a s zo r a d i ’59

in an

information

ocean
by m i c h a e l sc h wa rtz

“It teaches you how to look at how children
are learning and if they’re not on the right
path, you’re much more aware of how
to help them,” Szoradi said. For instance,
if a student seems to be having trouble
listening and following directions, it might
appear that the child is simply failing to pay
attention when he or she might be struggling
with auditory discrimination.

Her classroom, like most others, has
changed because of technology’s influence.
“There’s a real transition under way now,
but it’s not played out yet. I think in the next
five years we’ll see just how big a difference
there is” between the pre- and postInternet/iPad worlds. Szoradi acknowledges
the upsides this shift has brought, but is
anything but a techno-evangelist.
“It all depends on what we consider
learning,” she said. “You can certainly
find much more information much faster
today, and there are definitely advantages
to getting students involved with iPads, but
you have to make sure the deep thinking
doesn’t get lost amid all the information.
Children need to learn how to find
information and think about it and
become critical thinkers. As a teacher, you
have to be more deliberate when using
technology to keep the focus on what’s
important, and that will always be critical
thinking.”
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w h at to d ay ’ s

young teachers
are

learning
by Michael Schwartz

why did you decide to become a teacher?

| alison | I have always wanted to become a teacher because

what’s the most common misconception people
have about technology in the classroom?

I think they are the most influential figures in young students’
| alison | While technology makes some tasks easier and
lives. They are people who can show students that they can
some resources more accessible, it can also
achieve anything they set their minds to
be distraction in the classroom. Students
alison charles ’13
and teach lessons students will remember
taking notes on computers or iPads can
the rest of their lives.
have a hard time focusing on note-taking
| andrew | I’d love to give you a, “It’s been
when the easy allure of the Internet and
my life-long ambition” sort of answer, but
Facebook are just a click away. In class, stuthe truth is I didn’t think of it as a possibility
dents should pay attention to the teacher
until my sophomore year of college. That’s
a n d r e w b e r kow i tz ’09
and the lesson. Everything personal on
when I learned about Teach For America,
Alison Charles ’13 attends the College of
technological devices is secondary and
an organization aimed at reducing AmeriEducation at Pennsylvania State University.
always should be.
ca’s opportunity gap by placing mostly new

QA
&

Andrew Berkowitz ’09 teaches Spanish for

teachers in low-income communities around
Teach for America at Booker T. Washington
| andrew | That technology is the answer
the country. The more I learned, the more
High School in Atlanta.
to every question and solution to every
interested I became. I applied senior year,
educational problem. Technology can be an incredibly valuable
survived the four-part interview process, and found myself teaching
tool when used correctly, but teaching without technology is
Spanish at Booker T. Washington High School in Atlanta, Martin
Luther King Jr.’s alma mater. I could not be happier where I am.
just as valuable.
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Very few of my students even have computers at home, so, with
a few notable exceptions, I’ve had to find alternatives to using
technology in the classroom. For example, I have the students
compete for who can create the best song, or game, based on
the lesson we’re learning. I had one student who played the
trumpet while another sang about direct object pronouns. It was
amazing, and no technology was used. Often, the best activity
is simply 30 kids sitting in a circle, interacting with each other,
rather than with a computer, iPad or cellphone.
My own college experience soured me a bit on classroom tech.
Whenever students “took notes” on their device, I noticed the
majority of their notes bore a striking resemblance to Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. It wasn’t the professor’s job to manage
their behavior like it is in high school, but I also felt like a nocomputer policy would’ve made the classes more engaging as
well as more conducive for learning.

how did your teachers at country day
influence your decision to teach?

| alison | I had the pleasure of having June Heller for two

years in a row at Country Day, which gave me a deeper comfort level and connection than one usually comes away with
after just one year. I also got to know Dace Eaby outside of
the classroom and I think it is important for teachers to get to
know their students that way. She found out that I liked coffee
and we went on coffee dates at Barnes & Noble. It’s gratifying

to have fond memories of teachers away from the blackboard. I
also remember and value Todd Berner’s encouragement, telling
me that I would make a great teacher. I always make a point of
seeing Mrs. Eaby and Mr. Berner when I visit.

| andrew | I can’t talk about where

as for mr. simpson,

I am today without mentioning Sra.
i believe he has had
Heim, Mr. Simpson and Mr. Phipps,
the largest impact
and all for completely different reasons. While I was exposed to Spanish
in making me the
and enjoyed it from a young age, Sra.
person that
Heim pushed that enjoyment to a
whole new level. This love of Spanish
i am today.
led me to major in Spanish in college,
as well as study abroad in Panama, Costa Rica and Spain.

As for Mr. Simpson, I believe he has had the largest impact in
making me the person that I am today. He set high expectations
for me, let me know when I was wrong, and most importantly,
gave me second chances to improve. A common theme I’ve
noticed among students after teaching for only a year is that
when they fail at something, they tend to give up and complain
about it. Mr. Simpson has no patience for that way of thinking. He was always very close with his students, yet never had
a problem showing tough love, or simply saying, “Do better.”
One time, I pretended to have read an entire book and while
we were discussing it one-on-one, he called me out and said,
“Don’t talk to me again until you read the book.” I read the book
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in three days and will never forget the conversation we actually
had about it. Beyond his leadership, Mr. Simpson also passed
down to me his love of postmodern literature, under-the-radar
music and interesting facial hair. He’s a very quirky, funny, great
guy I owe a lot to.
As for Mr. Phipps, he has been like family to me since Lower School.
He truly cares about his students and goes above and beyond the
normal requirements to show his love. Mr. Phipps has also given
me sage advice on how to be an effective tennis coach at Booker T.
Washington: “Just be you!” It worked, as I took my players to the
regional qualifiers for the first time in school history.
I am still in contact with all three of these teachers and will always
be guided by their influence as I continue in my future endeavors.

what do you want to be doing in five years?

| alison | I hope to be teaching elementary school as well as

English-as-a-second-language students. I also hope to have
earned my reading specialist certification.

| andrew | I hope either to still be teaching high school or

earning a Ph.D. in education. While I love so many things
about high school, the idea of
getting ninthteaching at the university level
graders interested
particularly interests me because I
would love to teach students who
in learning a foreign
have chosen to be there. (Getting
language they
ninth-graders interested in learndidn’t ask to learn
ing a foreign language they didn’t
ask to learn is tricky.)
is tricky.
If I did teach at the university level, I know I would miss many
things that make my current job so rewarding. Highlights of
my first year — building relationships with parents, coaching,
pep rallies, and cheering on my students at football games —
would disappear as a college professor. It’s a trade-off that I’d
have to think seriously about.

what surprises you most about teaching?

| alison | One of the largest questions is standardized testing

and its value. We need a better system to measure students’
progress than just test after test, whose results label students
according to an inflexible set of incomplete and arbitrary standards.

| andrew | I’m actually surprised by how much I love it. I

knew it was going to be incredibly difficult, but it was in those
challenges that I felt the most satisfaction. Coming straight out
of college with no teaching experience, I was terrified I would
not be respected, effective or even liked. While not every day
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is a walk in the park, the small victories that happen in the
classroom make the work more rewarding than anything I’ve
ever done. A lesson plan that goes smoothly, a student telling
me about a conversation they had with a Spanish-speaker on the
subway, or almost best of all, a student, independently, moving
from the back row to the front row are all small victories that
feel like winning the World Cup.
It’s also mutually beneficial work. The students teach me so
much about myself, and hopefully I teach them some stuff
too. At only 22, I still feel very much like a kid, yet I’ve had
to play the adult role all year long, contacting parents, meting
out consequences, and becoming a whole new character while
staying true to myself.
The students have pushed about every button I have, and admittedly
have gotten the best of me at times. I always tell myself, “I’ll get
better at this,” and the prospect of future improvement propels me
into the next day. I have learned the hard way that failure is OK as
long as you know how to turn it into an opportunity for growth.
This idea of constant self-improvement is very appealing to me.

how do you think your generation will
make an impact on education and teaching?

Lessons
well-schooled
from the

c o u n t ry d ay f u l b r i g h t s c h o l a r s r e f l e c t
by michael schwartz

| alison | I hope that my generation will be the generation

that does not just teach with old textbooks that are years old.
We need to teach using real world examples. Students need to
learn about issues and current events so we can teach them to
navigate the ever-changing world we live in.

| andrew | First, I just want to acknowledge all the veteran teach-

ers who have taught 20, 30, 40 or more years. That’s an incredible
feat and one that I certainty didn’t fully appreciate until I entered
education myself. No matter where you are teaching, this is one of
the hardest jobs in the world, and teaching should be more highly
valued, admired and rewarded than it is.
It seems to me that my generation is
incredibly passionate when it comes
to educational and social issues. I
can only speak to what I’ve seen,
but young teachers seem to have a
fresh, guileless sense of altruism that
definitely bleeds into the classroom
in a positive way.

students need to
learn about issues
and current events
so we can teach
them to navigate
the ever-changing

world we live in.
Teaching was never what I expected
to be doing, but I love it more than
I ever could have imagined. I may have little time for anything
else in my life right now, but I wouldn’t want it any other way.
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Laura

Libby

smith ettabbakh ’03

roman ’05

what did your fulbright scholarship
consist of?

what did your fulbright scholarship
consist of?

I went to Spain to study North African music and the potential for music as a
tool for social integration among North African populations in southern Spain.
I started the project in Toledo and then moved south to the city of Granada after
a few months. As part of the project, I examined Moroccan/Algerian musical
expression in the region and also studied flamenco, which is strongly tied to
the regional identity of southern Spain. I also played in an Arab-Flamenco
fusion group which blended styles in order to find common points of musical
connection and crossover.

I spent a year in France on a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship grant.
I was placed in an underachieving public high school in Perpignan, a city in
southern France, where I helped prepare students for the oral English exam
they had to pass to graduate. Each week, I worked with 10 classes ranging from
sophomores to seniors, as well as tutoring students individually who needed
extra English support.

what are you doing now?
I am Artistic Administrator of the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center’s Artist
Partner Program at the University of Maryland. I not only track expenditures
and logistics for the center’s performances, but also negotiate contracts with
artists from around the world to support the Clarice’s mission of presenting a
wide variety of art for the students and university community.

how did the fulbright influence what you
do now?
The great thing about a Fulbright scholarship is that it truly allows you to
explore and focus on your interests in an international setting. My time in Spain
certainly increased my interest in world music, but in a wider sense, it helped
me expand my worldview. Although I can’t draw a direct line from my Fulbright
research to my current job, I do think that my time in Spain has shaped almost
all aspects of my life.

how did country day help prepare you to
get a fulbright in the first place?
Country Day provided the strong academic base, interest in research and
rigorous scholastic discipline that I believe are important in securing a
Fulbright scholarship. MUN in particular fostered my interest in international
communities and issues. Moreover, Country Day gave me the confidence
and preparation necessary to move abroad and rely on myself to engage in
long-term study and evaluation.
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Another part of the grant was to do something in the school outside of the
classroom to help with English instruction. I worked with the chair of the English
department to start an English-speaking lunch table on Wednesdays. I also had
the opportunity to assist with some special class projects in the history department and in English classes that were not part of my normal weekly assignment.

what are you doing now?
I am teaching French at Linden Hall, an all-girls school in Lancaster. Although
the school where I taught in France could not be more different than Linden
Hall, I’ve found that students all over the world are similar in many ways. The
classroom management skills that I learned working closely with senior teachers
in France translated directly into my classroom here. Also, as a French teacher,
living and working in France was invaluable. It gave me a new understanding
of the French culture, language, education system and people. That helps me
create a richer experience for my own students here in the United States.

how did country day help prepare you to
get a fulbright in the first place?
LCDS is where I discovered my interest in speaking and studying French, which
was crucial to my application for the Fulbright grant. Country Day is also where
I discovered my interest in teaching after college. It was thanks to the support
and inspiration I got from many of my teachers that I chose to pursue a career
in education. LCDS is also where I gained the confidence to try different things
and to seek out opportunities. When I began as a freshman at LCDS, I found
myself in a school where I could try sports, music, student government, peer
tutoring and much more. Had it not been for this expansive and well-rounded
experience at LCDS, I would not have had the confidence to pursue the broad
variety of opportunities I did at Lafayette. At LCDS I was constantly pushed
to try new things, take risks and constantly better myself. Though I knew that
the Fulbright application process would be quite competitive, I had learned at
LCDS to not fear the competition and not to be afraid to try.
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Laura

barlet morgenthal ’04
what did your fulbright scholarship
consist of?
I attended the Université de Neuchâtel, in the French-speaking part of Switzerland, on a Fulbright study and research grant. I took graduate courses at
their Institute of Art History and Museology in the joint program with L’Ecole
du Louvre (The School of the Louvre) in Paris. Over the course of my grant, I
worked as a volunteer at the Neuchâtel Art and History Museum and History
Galleries, as well as at the Neuchâtel Museum of Natural History.
My Fulbright grant also consisted of research in cross-cultural communication/
interaction with a primary focus on the languages of Switzerland. Switzerland
has four official languages: French, (Swiss) German, Italian and Romansh, and
a striking mix of cultures, traditions and religions.

what are you doing now?
I am living in Berlin with my husband, Florian Morgenthal, a pharmacist and West
Berlin native. We met while I was an exchange student in Berlin, completing my
master’s in German studies and international education with Middlebury College.
I currently work for Cornelsen Schulbuchverlag (Cornelsen School Book
Publishing House), editing and writing upper-level English-as-a-foreignlanguage textbooks and educational material for German high school students.
I also work on the adaptation of our materials for online use. Professionally, it
offers a perfect mix of communicating daily with colleagues in German while
using my native language for the core content of my work.

how did the fulbright influence what you
do now?
The Fulbright helped to influence where I am today by furthering my European connections and deepening my cross-cultural awareness. The specific
knowledge and experience I acquired in Switzerland is proving to be a great
professional asset. Cornelsen primarily serves the German-speaking world:
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Having lived in two of these countries
and being familiar with their education systems is invaluable when working in
educational publishing.

how did country day help prepare you to
get a fulbright in the first place?
The academic preparation Country Day provided is invaluable. For example,
I do not have an English degree but the depth of literary knowledge, together
with the writing and editing skills I learned from several excellent teachers at
LCDS, definitely helped me in procuring my current job — otherwise reserved
for those with English degrees — and also in writing a successful Fulbright
grant proposal.
I cannot stress enough the superb language instruction that I enjoyed in French
at Country Day and in German at Franklin & Marshall College through the
LCDS senior program. My language skills were instrumental in securing my
Fulbright grant. Above all, Country Day provides the ability to think and work
independently. I am grateful for the support I continue to feel from LCDS; the
close-knit Country Day community is one-in-a-million.
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p ro p i t i o u s u n i o n ’ s

joyful

eunion

by lauren mackinnon ’18

| photos by sarah frick ’18

At 3 p.m. Friday, June 6, 17 members of the class of 2018
jumped on a bus headed for Philadelphia International
Airport to make our flight. The excitement on the bus was palpable,
and at 2 a.m. Saturday (7 a.m. in Scotland), we landed in Glasgow.
We were on our way to the Lomond School for Part Two of our
schools’ student exchange; we hosted 22 Scots when they came to
Lancaster in April.
Waiting for us was Lomond Headmaster Simon Mills. On the drive
to the school, everyone was looking outside and marveling at the
lushness, and familiarity, of the countryside. “Everything is so
green!” someone said. Another: “It still hasn’t hit me that we’re
in Scotland because all the trees make it look just like Lancaster.”
We finally arrived at the Lomond School, in Helensburgh, and we
pushed shoved to get off the bus because we were all so excited to
finally see the students we had hosted at home. Everyone was smiling,
laughing and hugging one another. Even though for the Americans it
still felt like 3 a.m., it sounded like a much livelier hour as everyone
tried to catch up on everything that had happened since we has seen
each other. We all went home with our respective host families
and did our best to stay awake and get used to the time difference even though we’d already been up for almost 24 hours.
On Saturday afternoon, most of us and our host families
headed to the Highland Games, which was a combination
of “stalls” (carnival booths), highland dancing, and different
Scottish sports competitions including athletics (track and
field), and caber tossing (log throwing).
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On Day 3 of the trip we headed to Stirling
Castle, and the Americans’ fascination with
the place was fascinating, if not bizarre, to our
Scottish hosts. “Why are you taking so many
pictures? They’re just piles of old rocks,” ran
a common comment. Perhaps castles are to
Scots like horses and buggies are to Lancastrians, because we found the place captivating.
Stirling was a fortress for nearly 2,000 years,
many Scottish kings and queens called it home
during the 15th and 16th centuries.

Perhaps

castles
a r e to s c ot s

like horses &

buggies

they couldn’t find in America, while most
of the Scottish guys spotted a McDonald’s
and decided to make that their “shopping
destination.” As McDonald’s is one of the
only fast-food chains in all of Scotland, a
lot of them have a certain obsession with it.

We spent the weekend with our host fama r e to l a n c a s t r i a n s
ilies. On Saturday night, all of S2 (the
equivalent of eighth grade at Lomond),
went to a party hosted by one of the Scottish students. This
was our last chance to hang out with most of them and at the
The next pile of rocks we visited was Dumbarton Castle, built
end there were a few tears and a lot of pictures as we said some
atop a large cliff, with quite a few steps to the top. Mr. Miller
of our final goodbyes.
suggested Claire R. ’18 and I count them and we hit 371 from
the parking lot to the summit. We spent time walking around
At 5:45 a.m. Monday, we found ourselves at Lomond for more
the top and admiring the view, until we realized we had to come
goodbyes, this time to our host families and the other hosts on
down 371 more steps. Not fun.
the exchange. There was lots of hugging and tears as people tried
to joke around to keep the mood light; it didn’t really work, and
We spent two days at the Lomond School shadowing our hosts
seldom ever does, but the thought is always nice.
to their classes. We found their curriculum very similar to ours,
except for the science options they have, with some students
studying chemistry, biology and physics in one year. In English,
we spent most of the class discussing how both of our countries
speak the same language, despite its wildly varying vocabulary.
After class we headed outside to play one familiar sport and two
vaguely familiar ones: field hockey, Lomond Ball (an adaption
of rugby) and rounders (similar to baseball and cricket).

On Friday we took the train to Edinburgh, where we walked
the town and checked out the National Museum of Scotland.
Then, we were set free to shop. Most of the American girls
rushed to stores like TopShop, Primark, and Jack Wills that
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As we drove away, a lot of the Scots chased our bus as far down
the street as they could. Many of us were still crying, and someone
remarked, “It’s crazy how close you can get to someone in just
20 days.” That pretty much sums up the whole trip.
While seeing Scotland and experiencing life the European way
for 10 days was fun, I think the biggest part of the whole trip
was the bond we created with the host families and Scottish kids
we stayed with. As the plane took off, almost no one spoke. We
all just took in the view below. We had just been in Scotland
and made memories that would last a lifetime.
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Service Learning

New Heights
reaches

by ethan sterenfeld ’16 | photos by maddie mohn ’16 & eric bondy

O

Our path to Junbesi started in the fall of 2013, when Mr.
n June 27, I was one of 23 LCDS students and
chaperones who hiked into a school in Junbesi,
Simpson went onstage during an assembly and told the
Nepal, a hamlet buried in the Himalayas. We
Upper School that he was looking to bring a group of
were there as part of a service trip to
students to Nepal. Fast-forward eight
Nepal, one part of a broader, ongoing
months, and 19 students and four chapEvery day, students
effort to provide Nepalese students
erones are at Country Day at four in the
basic educational tools such as
morning, boarding a bus bound for JFK.
walk up to four
computers, as well as sow the seeds of
After more than 24 hours in transit, we
a new student exchange with a school
arrived in Kathmandu. Two days later, we
hours round-trip
in Nepal.
took a daylong bus ride to the start of the
trail, and followed that up with three more
to reach Junbesi’s
The trip was the brainchild of Mike
days of difficult trekking to reach Junbesi.
Simpson, Upper School English teacher
eponymous school.
and Country Day alum who has spearJunbesi is a remote village in the mounheaded community service initiatives at
tainous Solukhumbu District of Nepal.
Country Day as director of service learning. He believes that
Solukhumbu is made up of two smaller regions, Solu and
service should happen internationally, as well as locally, and
Khumbu. While Khumbu is home to many of the tallest
the Nepal trip was an example of that. Mr. Simpson envipeaks in the world, including Mt. Everest, Solu sits much
sioned a project that would give students the opportunity to
lower. It is filled with lush mountains and has become a
do service while having the experience of a lifetime; we would
popular trekking destination. With 250 people in the village
look for ways to improve access to education for Nepalese
proper, and more than 1,500 in the immediate countryside,
students while getting the chance to visit Kathmandu and
Junbesi is one of the largest towns in northern Solu. Despite
trek through the Himalayas with friends.
its relative prominence, it is hard to access. Our multiday

“

”
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trek and bus trip from Kathmandu to
Junbesi wasn’t some attempt at adventure or appreciating the scenic route; it
was the only way to get from one place
to the other.

“

A strikingly

him in unison. They would repeat this
ritual whenever a teacher left the room.

different learning

A strikingly different learning style we
saw was students chanting to memorize
things. For example, a class learning
students chanting
Because so few people live in Somultiplication tables would sing in unilukhumbu, only some of the villages
son, “Six times six equals 36, six times
to memorize things.
have schools. Every day, students walk
seven equals 42,” etc. Although the
up to four hours round-trip to reach
methods were different, the students
Junbesi’s eponymous school, the nearest to them. The Junin Nepal were learning many of the same things that we
besi school goes from kindergarten through 10th grade,
do: math, science, history, Nepali and English. Classes were
the standard stopping point for schooling in Nepal. After
taught in either Nepali or English, depending on the subject.
10th grade, those who want to continue their education
Once we arrived, we were welcomed by the vice-principal
must go to an expensive for-profit school in a major city, a
of the school. Then, we split up into groups and sat in on
something out of reach for the vast majority of people in
classes. After some initial awkwardness and giggles, we
the mountains. Most students do not even make it to 10th
settled into seats and watched the lesson. One teacher
grade: When we visited the Junbesi school, the older classes
invited seniors Athalie R., Caroline G., Grant G., Louis V.
had a fraction of the students the younger grades did, and
and junior Maddie H. to teach a social studies lesson, while
the oldest class was entirely boys.
Head of Upper School Eric Bondy challenged another class
The Junbesi school was unlike any school we had ever seen
with a math problem.
in America. At the end of its street, abutting the school,
After class, all the students had a break period and the central
was a Buddhist shrine. All of the school’s classrooms were
courtyard came to life. Earlier, we had noticed a number of
built around a rectangular dirt courtyard. When classes were
volleyball trophies in the school, so we challenged them to
in session, the courtyard was completely bare, except for a
a game of volleyball in which we were thoroughly trounced
volleyball net in the center. The classrooms stood on two
multiple times. Those of us who weren’t playing volleyball
contiguous sides of the courtyard. There was one classroom
played with the little kids, or just sat on a bench and talked.
for each grade, and two or three other rooms for administraBefore all the Nepalese students went back to class and we
tion and a computer lab.
said goodbye, we all gathered for a group picture.
The differences continued inside the classroom. Instead of
I think I speak for all of the students on the trip when I
students going to the rooms of different teachers throughout
profusely thank all of our parents, who let us venture to the
the day, each grade stays in its own classroom, and teachfar corners of the world on an adventure. Also, I would like
ers come to them. Nepalese students accorded teachers a
to thank all of the chaperones: Mr. Bondy, Brandon Stetser,
formal deference unknown in America; whenever a teacher
Katie Weida ’08, and especially Mr. Simpson.
entered the room, all the students would stand and greet

style we saw was

”
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Nepal

a

service primer

The two-week summer trip that brought 23 Country Day
students and faculty to Nepal in June is the most recent and
most exotic example of the school’s commitment to that
country and its people. In a broader context, however, the
trip comes into focus as just one particularly shiny star in a
constellation of philanthropic initiatives borne out of the
school’s new service learning curriculum.
Upper School English teacher Mike Simpson directs
service learning at Country Day, and conceived the kernel
of the program in fall 2013. He announced his rough plan
one day at morning meeting, and soon found himself guiding
dozens of student volunteers creating and executing their
own schemes for advancing the overarching aim.
One group of students partnered with Elizabethtown
College and raised $8,000 to buy school supplies for
Lancaster’s large, and largely poor, community of Nepalese
immigrants. Another created a semiweekly after-school
program for Nepalese students from Reynolds Middle
School. “Language and cultural sharing was an integral part
of the program and a real benefit in helping our students
connect with people in Nepal,” said Head of Upper School
Eric Bondy, who also went on the trip.
Simpson and Bondy aim for all the school’s service projects to
provide substantial, sustained and meaningful commitment.
Explained Bondy, “One of the original goals was to not make
the actual travel the overriding focus, but rather develop ongoing relationships with people from the Nepalese community in Lancaster as well as students and faculty at the schools
we visited in Nepal.” One of the next steps in developing this
relationship is starting both a faculty and student exchange
this spring with the Junbesi School. In addition, Country Day
will send much-needed school supplies to the Junbesi school,
and look to further develop their after-school program with
Nepalese students from Reynolds Middle School.
Most importantly, we will continue our efforts while creating
new ways to serve.
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“ Most importantly,

we will continue

our efforts while

”

creating new ways to serve.
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Boston University Elon University Kenyon College
Ithaca College Carleton College

Gulf Coast State College
Millersville University

Carnegie

Franklin & Marshall College Widener University

Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Mellon University University of Tampa

Hamilton College Hendrix College
East Stroudsburg University New York University - Shanghai Penn State University
Penn State University - Harrisburg
Ursinus College

University of Delaware

Sarah Lawrence College
Scripps College

University of Pennsylvania

ari benjamin fitzsimmons
• the

trustee prize •

• ruth

Awarded to the senior with the
highest grade point average.

2014

karl christian andersen

sarah hafiz

austin alexander born
amber nicole brockington

da n i e l wa lto n

• ann

s. hostetter award •

musselman award •

Given in honor of Anne Musselman,
who was an LCDS teacher for 30 years,
this prize is awarded to the student
who has enthusiastic curiosity, takes
intellectual risks, loves to learn and
lives life to the fullest.

This award honors the memory of a
Shippen School graduate from the class
of 1931 and recognizes a senior who,
over an extended period of time, has
worked selflessly and enthusiastically
to enhance the school community.

s t u d e n t

award recipients
l a n c a s t e r

g rad uat e s
class of

aizpea murphy

c o u n t r y

d ay

s c h o o l

2014

madison alaine macdowell

madalyn ann stover

thomas daniel harrington

christopher edward maley jr.

samuel gerald sweeney

serayah nicole holdren

natalie ellen miller

hailey simone costarella

katie elizabeth jacobsen

aizpea murphy

christopher scott desanctis

maura elizabeth jarman

ryan kohler myers

anlan dong

william james judson

maren nordhoy

daniel robert walton

diana katerina drogaris

erica marie jungkurth

christina demetra patukas

david jackson wege

ari benjamin fitzsimmons

justin mahlon keith

rachel emily reiss

william dean fleming

alex grant keller

hannah claire ruzow

navia mairi flowers

oleksander vsevolod kerod

arnav amit shah

bridget kelly umble
margaret elizabeth vicari

anna sands winner
lindsay somerville withers

andrew philip frey

ruiyang lin

kyla anne spencer

lanlan yu

merritt katherine gohn

waverley noelle lyons

zachary martin starzyk

ao zhang

University of Pittsburgh
Mt. Holyoke College Saint Joseph’s University West
Chester University
University of Alabama Syracuse University Temple University
of Colorado - Boulder
Susquehanna University
skidmore college UniversityXavier
University
University of Missouri - Columbia University of Mary Washington

a r n av s h a h

• faculty

award •

Given to the student who embodies
what the faculty most respect in a
scholar and a person, someone who
has a true love of learning and
is a model citizen.

m a d d i e m ac d ow e l l

• head

of school award •

c h r i s to p h e r m a l e y

• head

of school award •

Presented annually by the Head of School, recognizing the senior(s) most
deserving of special praise for exhibiting qualities such as leadership,
school spirit, persistence and civic virtue.
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class
notes

CLASS OF 1976
Class Correspondent
Margaret Hall Norton
503-638-6127
margie.norton@cenveo.com
CLASS OF 1977
Class Correspondent
Eileen Eckenrode Vroom
540-338-3630

Submit a class note to the school,
attention Kristin Kopp:

koppk@ lancastercountryday. org

CLASS OF 1979
Class Correspondent
Sarah Miller Dorgan
717-687-6466

1950s
CLASS OF 1951
Class Correspondent
Margaret Haller Hannum
717-299-3798
phannum3@verizon.net
CLASS OF 1954
Class Correspondent
Sally Rich Rohrer
717-394-0847
CLASS OF 1955
Class Correspondent
Eunice Fulton Blocker
502-895-2691
CLASS OF 1956
Sally Vanderslice McMorris writes, “All is well
in the family. We have three sons, three daughters-in-law and nine grandchildren from ages
8-16. We always have a family reunion every
summer. Jim and I enjoy traveling, theater,
concerts, skiing and hiking.”

CLASS OF 1958
Class Correspondent
Barbara Jaeger Gillis
717-299-3374
wicklawn1770@comcast.net

54 | Talbot
Many thanks to Barbie (Barbara Breneman) Talbot ’54 for the generous donation of her Steinway baby

grand piano to LCDS. Music teacher Heather Woodbridge is using the piano for rehearsals, music classes,
concerts and special events. Students from kindergarten through 12th grade have access to the handmade
instrument, widely considered one of the world’s finest.

1980s

Woodbridge said this gift has improved the music program at Country Day “by providing the flexibility

CLASS OF 1983
Class Correspondent
John F. Hinkle III
717-898-5728
jfh3rph@comcast.net

to hold rehearsals with two pianists [one teacher, one student], and opening the door for performances
featuring concert pianists playing duets. It’s a rare and fantastic gift to our school.”

1960s
CLASS OF 1960
Class Correspondent
Anne Campbell Slater
610-896-6468
Slater.Anne@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1961
Class Correspondent
Alix Shuman Roth
717-507-8227
alixsroth@verizon.net

class of 59

CLASS OF 1964
Class Correspondent
Phyllis Morgan-Rupert
717-768-3322

CLASS OF 1966
Class Correspondent
Joseph A. Myers Jr.
717-394-9854
joemyers1@comcast.net
CLASS OF 1968
Class Correspondent
Deborah Murray Martin
717-290-2082
debbie.martin@fandm.edu

1970s
Members of the class of 1959 gathered at
Stone Harbor in August during a visit with

Barbara Szoradi. Seated from left to right

are Francie Wenner, Sharon Kaufman,
Barbara Szoradi, Kathy Dadley and
Molly Solbak. Standing are Sandy Cross

and Mary Foor. Margaretta Edwards is
not pictured because she was on a cruise.
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Joseph P. Nolt III reports from Lancaster that
he is a licensed clinical social worker employed
in a behavioral health unit at a local hospital.
He is also an avid pickleball player and has
earned silver medals in two open tournaments.

CLASS OF 1971
Class Correspondent
Melissa Byers
818-719-6550
melissabyers@earthlink.net
CLASS OF 1975
Class Correspondent
Diane Eshleman Djordjevic
410-919-7219
dianedjordjevic@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1984
Class Correspondent
Kathleen Murphy Jasaitis
781-631-7899
kmjasaitis@comcast.net
CLASS OF 1985
Class Correspondent
Deborah Dodds
310-415-7796
debby@debbydodds.com
CLASS OF 1986
Class Correspondent
Joanna Underhill
717-468-3788
CLASS OF 1987
Class Correspondent
Kristen K. Gedeon
703-283-6187
kristengedeon@hotmail.com

homecoming

Here Clayton Siminski ’17 puts the Ludwig through its paces.

This Ludwig piano, dedicated to The Shippen
School from the class of 1931, recently found

its way back to LCDS via the Snader family.
Former Country Day Supervisor of Plant
Richard Kofroth rescued the upright, which his
great-nephew restored. Beneath about 10 coats of

paint, they found an engraved brass plaque. The

piano’s owners, Jack and Cindy Snader, offered
it back to the school, where Country Day students

now put a piece of LCDS history to daily use in
a private instruction room.

1990s
CLASS OF 1990
Class Correspondent
Mary Fulton Gingrich
717-560-4908
maryfgingrich@comcast.net
CLASS OF 1991
Class Correspondent
Susan Hull Ballantyne
717-464-3537
shballantyne@yahoo.com
CLASS OF 1993
Class Correspondent
Jennifer Gschwend McGough
610-430-7671
drgschwend@yahoo.com
Heather Conner, a professor of piano at
the University of Utah, performed a piano
concert April 1. She is one of a select group
of “Steinway Artists” who perform exclusively
on Steinway pianos.

CLASS OF 1994
Class Correspondent
Stacey Gregg
919-622-4284
sgregg13@yahoo.com
Andy Hickl’s company, A.R.O., recently launched
Brightly, an app that monitors personal UV exposure, continuously calculating the sun’s intensity
and making suggestions based on users’ skin type.
The free app is available in the Apple app store.

CLASS OF 1995
Class Correspondents
Elizabeth Wademan Ahlstrand
415-845-7654
betsyahlstrand@gmail.com
Jennifer Mikes Mullen
781-558-5293
jcmikes@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1996
Class Correspondents
Dennis M. Baldwin
484-269-4309
fcsp3@yahoo.com
Kerry Diamond Rinato
krinato@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1997
Class Correspondents
Mark Ewing
303-859-4994
stuff@foresightphoto.com
Alison Woolworth
646-239-9090

CLASS OF 1998
Class Correspondents
Alexandra Minehart Goodman
agoodman@fraser-ais.com
Lauren Bergen Pryor
703-254-7632
lauren.pryor@klgates.com

jarvis luncheon | The Jarvis luncheon with Sally Jarvis.

CLASS OF 1988
Class Correspondent
John F. Fulton
717-394-2255
jack.fulton@teleflex.com
CLASS OF 1989
Raja Kittappa ran for Congress as the
Democratic candidate in Pennsylvania’s 16th
District in the May primary election.
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13 | Alumni Panel

Jeff Garber ’05 gave a presentation Sept. 18 on
his path of chemistry study since graduating from
LCDS. Jeff earned a B.S. in chemistry from
Dartmouth College in 2009, and a Ph.D. in
organic chemistry from Princeton University in 2014.
Next up for Jeff is a post-doctoral chemistry research
fellowship at Harvard University.

Katie Kozloff Banks is working to launch her
second line of activewear, Katie K. Active. She
recently moved her successful existing line,
Taffy Activewear, to the Jump Start Incubator
in Reading so that she can launch and grow
the new line. Taffy Active offers fashionable
fitness clothes for plus-size women.

2000s
CLASS OF 2000
Class Correspondents
Nicole Richie
404-216-2053
nrichie617@yahoo.com
Piera Moyer
610-376-7546
pieraesmesnyder@gmail.com

CLASS OF 2001
Class Correspondents
Bianca M. Heslop
biancamheslop@gmail.com
Elizabeth Sudhakar
elizabethsudhakar@gmail.com

CLASS OF 2002
Class Correspondent
Corie Patterson Burton
corie.burton@gmail.com
Nicole Qualls Doyle and husband Ian Doyle
welcomed a son, Alden Grant Doyle, August 5.

CLASS OF 2003
Class Correspondent
Lauren Allwein-Andrews
laurens99@hotmail.com
Mark Harvey of Palo Alto, Calif., has been
awarded a doctor of philosophy degree in
chemistry at Stanford University.
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CLASS OF 2004
Class Correspondents
Andrew England
aengland1@gmail.com
Elizabeth Reidenbach
717-560-9470
elizabeth.reidenbach@gmail.com
Laura Barlet Morgenthal earned her bachelor’s
degree in linguistics and foreign language
from Bryn Mawr College in 2007 and her
master’s degree in German studies from Middlebury College in 2009. Over the course of
her studies, she was an exchange student in
France and Germany multiple times and was
a Fulbright Scholar and Ratner Grant Award
recipient to Switzerland, 2009-2010. Laura
married Florian Morgenthal, a Berlin native,
in June 2011. The couple lives in Berlin, where
Florian works as a pharmacist and Laura
works for Cornelsen Textbook Publishing
House, editing and writing English language
textbooks for native German-speaking high
school students.

CLASS OF 2005
Class Correspondent
Libby Roman
717-669-8307
libby.roman@gmail.com
Kyle Egan married Alison Girschick in Lancaster earlier this summer. Alison owns and
manages a consumer products marketing
agency and Kyle works in real estate sales.
The couple lives in New York City with their
150-pound English mastiff, Apollo.

madison kleintop

ali charles

darin ngau

a.j. daniel

maddy pontz

Boston University
Penn State

High Point University
wes davis

Ithaca College

Alvernia University
University of Pittsburgh
George Washington University
lauren zuckerman

George Washington University

ethan jenkins

American University

05 | Garber
CLASS OF 1999
Class Correspondent
Meagan W. Dodge
415-846-8715
meagan_dodge@yahoo.com

devon capizzi

02 | Doyle
Alden Grant Doyle,

son of Ian and Nicole Qualls Doyle, ’02.

CLASS OF 2008
Class Correspondents
Erika Vernet
484-269-7483
erika.vernet@gmail.com
Sean Mendez-Catlin, after earning a J.D. and
master’s of music, he released his first album,
“What Time at Noon,” under the name “Sean
Blane.”
Steven Child Robinson earned an MBA from
Penn State University in December 2013. He
received his B.S. in accounting from Saint
Francis University in 2012, where he also
played on the Men’s Division I tennis team.
Steve has been working as an accountant at
Hershey Advisors P.C. in Brownstown since
July 2013. He still plays some tennis, but also
enjoys weightlifting and golf.

CLASS OF 2009
Class Correspondent
Kristen Casale
kec015@bucknell.edu

2010s
CLASS OF 2010
Alexandra Dunlop graduated from the College
of Charleston in May with a degree in
communications and Francophone studies.
Paul Bouvet received a Bachelor of Arts
in international studies and Russian from
Dickinson College in May.
Elizabeth Casey earned a B.A. in theater
performance from Juniata College in May.

CLASS OF 2011
Alex Blickle won the Berks County Golf
Association Match Play Championship at
Moselem Springs Golf Club in June. In
July he was named a Cleveland Golf/Srixon
All-American Scholar. Blickle plays on the
golf team at Kenyon College.

CLASS OF 2012
Class Correspondent
Kelsey Gohn
717-575-9034
kelseygohn@gmail.com

Michael-Daniel Richards was named to the
dean’s list at Champlain College for the spring
semester. He is studying communication and
creative media.
Keri Kohlmaier was named to the dean’s
list for the spring semester at Franklin &
Marshall College. She is a joint government
and sociology major.
Caitlin Bailey was named to the dean’s list
for the spring semester at Emerson College,
where she is a sophomore majoring in theater
studies, with a minor in literature.
Brittany Lyons served as a communications
and special events summer intern at the
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. She is a
junior at Elon University majoring in strategic
communications.

CLASS OF 2013
Alison Charles was named to the dean’s list for
the spring semester at Penn State University.
She is majoring in elementary education.

Elsie Thompson spent her whole freshman year
of college studying in Florence, Italy.
Jessica Sacks interned last summer with
Sisul Consulting, a civil engineering firm that
advises on construction projects and small
business development in Haiti.

in memoriam
Class of 1933
Mary Jane Miller Wentz

Class of 1941
Carolyn Wohlsen Ripple

Class of 1944
Lucy Mumma Lord

Class of 1947
Anne Hopkins Adams
Julia Sullivan Shirk

Class of 1965
Renee Niquette Toews

Class of 1973
John Shenk

Class of 1987
Christine Murphy Abbatiello
Former Board of Trustees
President and Life Trustee
Willis Shenk, father of John Shenk ’73

Katie Warfel was named to the dean’s list for
the spring semester at Bucknell University.
Madison Pontz is a contributing writer for
Lancaster Newspapers and Fine Living
Magazine, and had several feature articles
published over the summer.

class note contest

14 | Alumni council lunch for seniors.

Submit your class notes for the next edition of Connections and enter to win this red and white, insulated

Andrew Baron received his M.D. from
Jefferson Medical College in May. He will
be a resident in orthopedic surgery at the
University of Buffalo.

chevron cooler bag. Send notes and pictures to Kristin Kopp at koppk@lancastercountryday.org.

CLASS OF 2006
Class Correspondent
Brendan Drewniany
brendan.drewniany@gmail.com

address

name
email
news

class year
Notes may be submitted by mailing this form to:
Kristin Kopp, Development Office

725 Hamilton Road | Lancaster, PA 17603
Or by email to: KoppK@lancastercountryday.org
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john a. jarvis
merit scholarship
winners
Former Head of School John Jarvis

sought to make LCDS accessible to

a wide range of deserving students.
His legacy continues with the $10,000
John A. Jarvis Merit Scholarship, now
in its fifth year. All Middle and Upper

schoolers are eligible for the scholarships,

15
4-

sc h o ol

5

ye

ar

20

1

renewable each year through graduation.

recipients
jarvis
scholars

a i da n b u r k e

e va h a r t m a n - co o p e r

A ninth-grader from Lancaster. At his
previous school he was an honors-section
student who enjoyed Spanish and played
baseball, basketball and golf. In seventh
grade, he won his school’s prize for the
student who most embodies the its
tenets: “Joy, Understanding and Respect.”

A ninth-grader from Lancaster.
She is an imaginative storyteller who
writes essays, fiction and poetry.
She enjoys acting, chorus, drawing,
musical theater and painting.

c o n g r at u l at i o n s

s o p h i a h aw t h o r n e

m i g u e l j aco m e r a m i r e z

ben rich

An eighth-grader from York.
A distinguished honor roll student,
Sophia enjoys art and languages and
has studied Chinese, Greek and Spanish.

A ninth-grader from Sinking Spring.
He is a swimming champion, member of
the National Junior Honor Society and
talented in math. He plays guitar and
is a published short-story writer.

An 11th-grader from Lebanon. He runs
track and cross-country and also served on
student council at his previous school and
volunteered raising money for
local organizations.
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